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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


PROM: Heiury A. Kissinger 

SUBJECT: Response from Ho Chi Hinh 










Attached is a translation of the response frcaa Ho Minh 
received in Paris on August 30, 1969* 




® 'toujfhr almost insolent,-'.'iBessage«'' --It 8tates -'^''''^‘ 

.ohl 3 f:.vhat the U.S. must-dOiK - It makes d^ands but no con- 
cessions* Although addressed to the President of the 
U n i ted States , it refers- to- * American- governing, circles « ~ ■ 

It ' is disappointing in content, but does have the single 
virtue ^hat . it. can help destonstrate the necessity of whatever 
actions are taken in November. 
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DECLASSIFIED 

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, 11/24/98, Slate Dept; QaidelldeS 
By Lu .. , NAiU, Dm 
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Letter to President Nixon 
Frora Ho Chi flinh 
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RECEIVED PARIS AUGUST 30 \ 

\ 





\. j •• 

» * — ll- ^ . « 


I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter. 


The war of aggression of the United States against our 
people, violating our fundaiaantal national rights, still 
continues in South Vietnam. The United States continues to 
intensify military operations, the B-52 bombings and the use 
of toxic ctemical products multiply the crimes against the 
Vietnamese people. The longer the v/ar goes on, the more it 
accumulates the mourning and burdens of the American people. 

I cua extremely indigneint at the losses and destructigeg caused 
by the American troops to our ijeople and our country. I am 
also deeply touched at the rising toll of death of young - 
Americans v/ho have fallen iri Vietnam by reason of the policy ' 
of American governing circles. 

Our Vietnamese people are deeply devoted to peace, a 
real peace with independence and real freedom. They are 
deteannined to fight to tiie end, v/ithout fearing the sacri- 
fices and difficulties in order to defend their country and 
their sacred national rights. The overall solution in ten 
points of the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam and 
of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic 
of South Vietnam is a logical and reasonable basis for the 
settlement of the Vietnamese problem. It has earned the 
sympathy and support of the :peoples of the v 7 orld. 

In your letter you have ? expressed the desire to act for 
a ^'^st peace. For this the -United States must cease the war 
of aggression and withdrav/ their troops from South Vietnam, 
respect the right of the population of the South and of the 
Vietnamese nation to decide for themselves, v/ithout foreign 
influence. This is the correct manner of solv'^ing the Viet- 
namese problem in confoimiity with the national rights of 
the Vietnamese people, the' interests of the United States and 
the hopes for peace of the peoples of the v/orld. T;iis is the 
path that v/ill allow the United States to get out of tlie 
war v/ith honor. i 
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VJith good v/ill on both sides we night arrive at common 
efforts in view of finding a correct solution of tlie 
Vietnamese problem. 
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'tPO^''>Si!}(2BSa^/EYES ONLY/NODIS 



DBaASSIFIED 
E.O. 1295«, Sec. 3.5 

NSC Memo, 1 1/24/98, State Dept. Ooidelir 
By Jll NARA, Date Jllk/fS v 
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Hanoi, le 25 Aoiit 1969 


A Son Excellence RICHARD HILHOUS NIXON 
President des Stats-Dnis 

WASHINGTON 
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Monsieur le President, 

' .1 

* 

w 

J*ai I'honneur d* accuser reception de votre lettre. 

% 

la guerre d* agression des Etats-Unis centre notre 

peuple, au m^pris de nos droits nationaux fondamentaux, se 

• * 

prolongs tou jours au Sud Viet Nam. les Btats-Uhis continuant | 
^ intensifier les operations militaires , les boffllardements 

par avions B,52 et I'usage des produits chimiques toxiques, 

♦ * • ‘ 

multipliant les crimes contre le peuple vietnamien. Plujs 
la guerre se prolongs, plus elle accumule de deuils et de 
. charges au peuple americain. Je suis extr^mement indigne 
devant les pertes et les destructions causees par les troupes 
americaines ^ notre peuple et notre pays ; je suis aussi 
■ profond^ment touch^ devant la mort d'un nombre de plus en 
plus ^lev^ de jeunes am^ricains totnb^s inutilement au Viet Na 
en raison de la politique des milietax gouvernants am^ricains. 

Notre peuple vietnamien est profond^ment ^pris de paix,| 
\uie paix veritable dans 1 ' independence et la liberte reelles. 



Photocopy from Oenld R. Ford Libmy 



II est d^termin^ h. combattre jusqu'au bout, sans craindre 
les sacrifices et les difficult^s, pour d^feadre sa Patrie 
et ses droits nationaux sacr4s. La solution global© en 10 
points du Pront National de Liberation du Sud Viet Nam 
et du Gouvernement revolutionnaire provisoire de la 
Republique du Sud Viet Nam est \ine base logique et raison- 
nable pour le rfeglement du problfeme vietnamien. Elle a 
beneficie de la syrapathie et du soutien des peuples du monde 

« 

Dans votre lettre, vous avez exprim^ le d^sir d’agir 
pour une paix equitable. Pour cela, les Stats-Unis doivent 
cesser la guerre d' agression et retirer leurs troupes du 
Sud Viet Nam, respecter le droit de la poptilation du Sud 
et de la nation vietnamienne h. disposer d’ elles-memes, sans 
ing^rence ^trangfere. C'est la fayon corrects de r^soudre le 
problfeme vietnamien en conformity avec les droits nationaux 
du peuple vietnamien, les interets des EtatS“Unis et les 
aspirations de paix des peuples du monde. C‘est la voie 
permettant aux Btats-TJnis de sortir de la guerre dans 
1 ' honneur . 


Avec de la bonne volonte de part et d' autre, nous 
pourrions arriver b. des efforts communs en vue de trouver 
solution corrects au problems vietnamien. 


Sinc^rement, 


Signs : HO CHI I'llird 
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